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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To obtain an optimum value for the purpose of making a 
floating amt. constant and a floating characteristic stable as to an 
area ratio of an air bearing surface and a step part. 

CONSTITUTION : Rail parts 101 and 102 provided on a slider 1 
possess the air bearing surface 103, the 1st step part 104 and the 
2nd step part 105 respectively. The 1st step part 104 is provided at 
one end periphery of the air bearing surface 103 in its widthwise 
direction along its lengthwise direction, while the 2nd step part 105 
is provided at the other end periphery in the widthwise direction of 
the air bearing surface 103. The width W0 of the air bearing surface, 
the width Wl of the 1st step part and the width W2 of the 2nd step 
part are satisfied with 50%W1>25% and 15%>W2>5%, where the percentage 
of the sum RW=W0+W1+W2 is denoted as 100%. 
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